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Caveat Emptor, Caveat Vendor

These days, it's a rare thing to find the executive branch

in agreement with Congress. But that's just what's
happening, as the Department of Homeland Security and the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee consider
ways to improve contracting and procurement processes.

Both sides are now moving to develop a database that
contains basic records of contractor performance, so any
agency can weed out bidders who have a history of poor work,
failure to meet deadlines or large cost overruns.

Money is one of the chief motivations behind this. DHS has
seen the total value of its contracting activities increase
from $3.4 billion three years ago to $15.8 billion in the
current fiscal year.

Reps. Carolyn Maloney and Ed Towns, both Democrats of New
York, have introduced the "Contractors and Federal Spending
Accountability Act” (HR 3033) to create for the first time

a comprehensive, centralized database to monitor
procurements, and give federal agencies the information

they need to prevent fraudulent federal contractors from
continuing to do business with Uncle Sam.
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S[IUH[:E Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)
"Right now, there is nothing stopping a fraudulent
FUH HNDING contractor from bouncing from federal agency to federal
E[NEHNMENT agency, fleecing U.S. taxpayers the whole way," said
Maloney.

PEOPLE,

There are already several information resources at hand.

PI_A[:ES AND For example, the non-profit Project on Government Oversight
(POGO) maintains the Federal Contractor Misconduct
PHUEHAMS Database, but has no power to punish any vendor based on
its findings.

The General Services Administration maintains the Excluded
Parties List System (EPLS), which lists suspended or
debarred contractors, but does not document their

overall performance or their track records for

responsibility.

Rep. Maloney points out that government watchdogs --
federal suspension and debarment officials -- often are
powerless to act because they lack precisely the kind of
information that would be contained in a central contractor
performance database.

Within DHS, the problem has been exacerbated due to chronic
shortages of skilled management personnel.

DHS Inspector General Richard Skinner told Congress last
month that, in addition to creating a contractor
performance database, it's important to build a more
effective acquisition management infrastructure within the
department.

DHS Inspector General Richard Skinner

The challenge is daunting: According to Elaine Duke, chief
procurement officer for DHS, the agency has executed more
than 59,000 contract actions involving 12,000 vendors so
far this year.




DHS Procurement Chief Elaine Duke

"Our procurement activity is increasing faster than our
ability to hire staff,"” Skinner observed.

Duke's office, seeking a way to maintain contract
integrity, has proposed a Federal Acquisition Regulation
(FAR) rule, even going so far as to publish a Contractor
Code of Ethics and Business Conduct in the Federal
Register.

But so far, critics say, those codes and rules have had
little effect.

A contractor performance database, linked to mandatory
standards for bidding eligibility, could create a real
incentive for both the contracting agency and the bidding
companies to strike the best deal in the country's
interest.

The Department of Homeland Security has awarded B.E. Meyers
& Co., Inc., of Redmond, WA, a contract valued at $210,943
for a non-visible infrared designator/illuminator system.




Michael Baker Jr., Inc., the engineering subsidiary of
Michael Baker Corp., of Pittsburgh, PA, has signed an
indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity (IDIQ) Master
Services Agreement with DHS to provide professional
architectural and engineering services. The IDIQ has a
potential $50 million value over the 10-year period covered
by the contract plus options.

DataPath, Inc., of Duluth, GA, was awarded a $16.7 million

contract by the Communications-Electronics Command in Fort
Monmouth, NJ, to establish a nationwide Joint Incident Site
Communications Capability (JISCC) for the U.S. Army National Guard.

Customs and Border Protection plans to award a sole source
contract to Keyence Corp., of Woodcliff Lake, NJ, for a
VHX-600 Digital Microscope with accessories for the CBP
Laboratory in Newark, NJ.

DHS intends to award a contract to the National Academy of
Public Administration, in Washington, DC, to conduct a

study that includes analysis concerning human resource
allocation within DHS.

Federal Protective Services is seeking service-disabled
veteran-owned small businesses to provide armed guard
services for approximately 198 posts in Colorado and other
parts of Region 8, including Denver, Fort Collins, Boulder
and Greeley. Contact:

Sophie.Sims@dhs.gov Respond by August 15.

The Federal Bureau of Prisons plans to invite bids to
improve the fire alarm and fire sprinkler systems at the
Federal Correctional Institution Milan, Ml. Contact: Robert
Flores at: rflores@bop.gov Respond by August 16.

The Transportation Security Administration is soliciting
bids from vendors who can conduct hands-on injury
prevention training at Portland International Airport, in
Portland, OR. Contact: Sandra.Oliver@dhs.gov Respond by
August 22.

Immigration & Customs Enforcement needs to purchase and
retrofit a range of emergency equipment and install it in
34 vehicles in and around Newark, NJ. Contact:
Gervonna.Crump@dhs.gov

In a related opportunity, ICE needs to install emergency
equipment in 23 government vehicles in and around New York,
NY. Contact: Valerie.Wilson@dhs.gov

ICE - Financial Investigations/Narcotics & Public Safety
needs five high-speed currency counting/serial recording
money machines , as part of its anti-money laundering
efforts. Contact: Randolph.Sawyer@dhs.gov



The Federal Emergency Management Agency's readiness and
operations section seeks to obtain a direct IT support

finger print system . Contact:
Walter.Miller@associates.dhs.gov

The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, in Glynco, GA,
requires 105 whiteboards for use at its facilities.
Contact: Patsy.Adams-Santana@dhs.gov

Customs and Border Protection seeks to acquire 22 llex

Secure Laser Faxes , Model 6000-SF, with custom program one-
touch keys for various encryption devices and protocols.
Contact: Teresita.Bayquen@dhs.gov

RAIL SECURITY PACT - CSX Transportation, Inc., of
Jacksonville, FL, has entered into a rail security
partnership with the State of Kentucky to share information
and resources to protect communities through which CSX
operates, similar to partnerships announced last month

with the states of New York and New Jersey.

INTEGRATED SECURITY - CompuDyne Corp., of Annapolis, MD,
has agreed to be acquired by an investor group consisting

of affiliates of The Gores Group, LLC and industry

executive Stuart Mackiernan.

FIRE POWER - The Office of the California State Fire
Marshall has approved Northford, CT-based Honeywell Power
Products' line of constant duty fire system power supplies
for use in installations in California.

INTEROPERABILITY - Pennsylvania's Southeastern Counter
Terrorism Task Force (SECTTF) unveiled a regional,
interoperable alert and information sharing system built

on the Secure Alert Network developed by Roam Secure, of
Arlington, VA.

MONEY LAUNDERING - American Express Bank International, of
Miami, FL, entered into a deferred prosecution agreement
with the Justice Department and agreed to forfeit $55

million to the U.S., for failing to maintain an effective

anti money-laundering program as mandated by the Bank
Secrecy Act.

DATA RETENTION & TRACKING - Intelligentias, Inc., of San
Francisco, CA, which provides data-intelligence to clients

in Europe, Africa and the Middle East, announced securing a
license from its first customer in the U.S.

STRATEGIC ALLIANCE - Motorola, of Schaumburg, IL, has
teamed up with Wind River Systems, of Alameda, CA, to
provide integrated communication platforms with carrier
grade Linux and VxWorks runtimes.



VIDEO SURVEILLANCE - Integral Technologies, Inc., of
Indianapolis, IN, announced the release of DigitalSentry
ControlPoint, a versatile application enabling clients'

video management software to migrate from analog to pure IP
environments.

MULTI-SITE COMMUNICATIONS - EFJohnson, a subsidiary of
Irving, TX-based EFJ, Inc., has added multi-site capability
to its Trunked IP25 Infrastructure System, designed to give
first responders a reliable, Project 25-compliant
communications system linking geographically dispersed
sites.

LIFESAVER - Swiss+Tech Products, of Cleveland, OH, has
released its BodyGard 7-in-1 Emergency Tool, designed for
use by first responders and civilians; the BodyGard
includes a glass breaker, seat belt cutter, sonic alarm and
emergency flasher, as well as a digital tire gauge and a
thermometer.

TRUCK ANTI-THEFT - Offered for the first time in the U.S.
and Canada, the SteelSafe Truck Immobilizer, manufactured
by Australia-based SteelSafe Truck Immobilizer Pty. Ltd,
uses GPS tracking and remote brake activation to reduce
truck thefts.

Penny Anderson , former TSA representative in Sydney,
Australia, has been named Federal Security Director for the
Gerald R. Ford International Airport in Grand Rapids, Ml.

In a related development, TSA named Cedric Alexander as
Federal Security Director for the Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport.

Former FEMA Director of Claims, James Shortley , has joined
the board of directors of Torrent Technologies, Inc., of
Seattle, WA.

SRA International, Inc., of Fairfax, VA, has named Chuck
Brooks as vice president, governmental affairs.

Corporal Philip Crosby and Patrolman Christopher Denton of
the Fayetteville (AR) Police Department have been named
officers of the month by the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial Fund.



In an unusually public move, the CIA took issue with author
Tim Weiner, whose history of the agency (Legacy of Ashes )
portrays a legacy of failed missions, charging that the

book "distorts agency achievements."

President Bush signed a controversial temporary
surveillance bill , prior to the Congressional summer
recess, which permits security agencies broad authority to
monitor private communications without court warrants.

In a related development, John McConnell, director of
National Intelligence, urged Congress to modernize the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) by permitting
wiretaps and other surveillance to be carried out while

court review was pending.

DHS officials apologized for processing mistakes which they
blamed for the failure to pay 21 private security firms
still owed $8 million since 9-11.

SECURE PASSPORTS - A Government Accountability Office
report finds that new, enhanced passports offer better security,
but warns the State Department that the integrity of the
issuance process needs to be tightened.

RADIATION DETECTION - A $1.2 billion program to deploy new
radiation monitors to screen trucks, cars and cargo
containers has been put on hold after GAO investigators
found the equipment far less accurate than had been
claimed.

BORDER TIMETABLE - DHS officials revised the timetable for
constructing a special security fence along the Texas
border, pushing the start of actual building back to 2008.

SECURITY LIST - DHS and the Office of Management and Budget
have collaborated to produce a list of the 10 common

mistakes agencies make when securing data and personal
information.

Systems integrators, end-users and consultants will view
the latest security technology at |P-in-Action LIVE, to be
held at the Forefront Center in Waltham, MA, August 14.




The Naval Post-Graduate School in Monterey, CA, will host
the inaugural Homeland Security: Research, Innovation,
Transition conference, presented by the American

Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, August 21-24.

The 2007 International Airport Security Technology
Conference and Trade Show, sponsored by AAAE, IAAE, St.

Petersburg Pulkovo Airport, the U.S. Commercial Office
and Aeroflot, will take place August 26-28 at the Hotel
Astoria in St. Petersburg, Russia.

DHS's U.S. Computer Emergency Response Team (US-CERT) will
host a closed-door conference on Internet Security

Operations and Intelligence, on August 27-28 at the

Academy for Educational Development in Washington, DC.

The National Defense Industrial Association will hold its

2007 Homeland Security Symposium and Exhibition at the
Hyatt Regency Crystal City Hotel in Arlington, VA,
September 5-7. Attendees contact: Christy Goehner, at 703-
47-2586.

North America's SuperCorridor Coalition (NASCO) is hosting
its third Inland Ports Across North America (IPANA)
Conference, covering inter-modal trends, cargo security and
port technology, at the Menger Hotel in San Antonio, TX,
September 6-7.




