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ASIS, as it was, in Las Vegas last week

Here are a dozen things I learned while talking with
vendors, attending press conferences and listening to
presentations at the humongous ASIS security show in
Las Vegas last week: 

( 1 ) It is possible to detect "dirty bombs" with a
video camera by measuring the amount of tell-tale gamma
rays that turn up on the CCD sensor of a standard
analog or digital video surveillance system. A new
company, , of Mount Pleasant, NC, says it has
demonstrated this promising technology at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory and Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center, and has just begun offering access to its analytic
software on a subscription basis to video surveillance
operators who would like to spot a potentially devastating
dirty bomb before it could be detonated.

Vidiation

( 2 ) Image analytic software, which can be used with
standard daytime color video images to spot suspicious
motion, detect an intruder, or identify a piece of
abandoned luggage, can also be used with thermal images
produced in total darkness. I hadn't realized that
image analytic software, which was all the rage at this
year's ASIS show, can perform quite well with a variety
of night vision gear. , of Wilsonville, OR,
demonstrated their thermal imaging technology one evening
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and explained that this recent marriage between analytic
software and thermal imaging probably is best suited for
protecting facility perimeters against unwanted intruders.
Incidentally, the cost of FLIR's thermal imagers is likely
to decline in the coming months as the company ramps up its
high-volume manufacturing for a large order of imagers which
are being mounted on upscale BMW automobiles.

More on the ASIS Show...

DHS taps auto association for ID ideas

The Department of Homeland Security is negotiating with the
 to

develop multiple verification systems specific to the area
of motor vehicle administration. The contract is also
expected to cover AAMVA technical assistance in the
development of these verification systems and help with
project management and coordination.

American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators

More Contracts...

TSA wants smoother flow through airport 
screening

The Transportation Security Administration is seeking
innovative and creative solutions to increase the
efficiency of  at the nation's
airports. The program is intended to reduce peak wait times
at checkpoints and provide better customer service.
Selection process will be determined by the relative risk
to TSA and the contractor, as well as cost to passenger.
Contact: Sandra.McLaughlin@dhs.gov Respond by October 12.

screening checkpoints

More Biz Opps...



Daon software powers automated border

BORDER MANAGEMENT - , of Reston, VA, announced that its
software will power a national automated border management
system for an undisclosed country. The system, when
complete, will be one of the largest biometric systems in
the world.

Daon

More Corporate News...

HID unveils "virtual" credential system

SECURE IDENTITY - , based in Irvine, CA,
announced the release of its idBank System, offering
delivery of virtual secure identity credentials. HID's
virtual credentials technology utilizes personal biometric
identity verification tokens for both physical and logical
access. The idBank system allows users to emulate HID and
other popular access control credential formats using form
factors other than the traditional card. The idBankSystem
is available through HID Global and 
sales channels.

HID Global
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More New Products...

Senate warms to Myers ICE confirmation

 was warmly welcomed on Capitol Hill, for
confirmation as assistant secretary of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement at the Department of Homeland Security.

Julie Myers

More People...

Dems demand DHS spy satellite details



Three senior Democrats on the House Homeland Security
Committee have requested Homeland Security Secretary
Michael Chertoff and the department's chief intelligence
officer, Charles Allen, to provide detailed information on
the DHS plan to open an office that uses satellites for

 purposes.domestic spying

More from Capitol Hill...

GAO finds DHS expectations "gap"

PROGRESS REPORT - The Government Accountability Office
found that the Department of Homeland Security has failed
to meet more than half of the agency's 171 

 in its 14 key mission/management areas. The
best performance records have been found in maritime
security (17 out of 23 performance expectations met); the
worst results were in emergency preparedness and response
(18 out of 24 expectations remain unmet), and science and
technology (fully 80 percent of expectations remain unmet).
GAO has made almost 700 recommendations to DHS to improve
departmental operations.

performance
expectations

More from the Bureaucracy...

 - Homeland Defense Symposium, National Homeland
Defense Foundation, Colorado Springs, CO, 

 - Assuring Continuity of Operations in a Net-Centric
World, EYP Mission Critical Facilities, Washington, DC.
Contact Abby Lambert at seminars@eypmcf.com or 202-261-
5153.

 - Automated Commercial Environment (ACE)
Conference, Customs and Border Protection, Atlanta, GA.
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