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Report from Vegas:
Up and down the aisles at ISC West

A hectic string of meetings and one-on-one conversations at
the sprawling ISC West security conference in Las Vegas
last week turned up the following news nuggets:

 plans to offer "managed services" in the physical
security space -- essentially monitoring video surveillance
feeds, storing that video data and issuing the necessary
alerts to corporate and government clients. IBM will
introduce these services in the fourth quarter of 2007 at a
new  annex to its existing IT Security
Operations Center located in Southfield, MI, according to
Julie Donahue, a company vice president who heads the
initiative. Donahue told me that IBM had a preliminary chat
at the show with  about the
possibility of collaborating on such a venture. "We're
serious about managed services," said Donahue, who
indicated that most of the interest in these
security-related services has thus far come from Canada and
Europe. "We have a lot of work to do."

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Bill Evenson, vice president of 
, of Mountain View, CA, was beaming at the show because

his company had made the cut in a recent request for white
papers issued by the Electronic Systems Center at Hanscom
Air Force Base, which is looking for innovative force
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protection security systems. Future Fibre, which
manufactures laser-based outdoor intrusion detection
systems, and eight other companies, have been invited to
loan their security equipment to the Air Force for
demonstration tests scheduled for later this year. In the
sensor category, along with Future Fibre, the Air Force
included , , 

 and . In
addition,  was asked to demo its C2 gear;  was
invited to show off its ScanEagle robot technology; 

 will loan the Air Force its imager gear and 
 will demo its GPS-based tracking system.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Guido Jouret, the articulate and self-assured chief
technology officer of , delivered a
keynote address at a kickoff breakfast sponsored by the
Security Industry Association that may have sent shudders
down the spines of many of the old timers in the room.
Jouret predicted that despite the foot-dragging and
resistance that still emanates from some corners of the
security industry, IP-based digital security systems would
soon overtake the traditional analog-based security systems
of yester-year. To make his point, Jouret threw up a
convincing chart that demonstrated how Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP) telephony had emerged from nowhere in the
1990's and surpassed land-line telephony in market
acceptance in less than a decade.

Cisco is making a big push into the security field, under
the banner of "Convergence," and a large portion of its
marketing campaign seems based on the supposedly
unstoppable march of technology. Jouret played his role, as
"Mr. Inevitability," with great panache.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

, the organizers of ISC West (which brought
thousands of attendees to the casinos of Vegas last week)
and ISC East (which will bring additional thousands of
attendees to the Big Apple in September) is intent on
capturing the attention -- and feeding the information
needs -- of security professionals year-round. With that in
mind, Reed has launched a new Web site 
which will provide a huge database of security companies
and their products; a constantly-updated aggregation of
security-related news from a variety of news sources
(including ); a comprehensive
list of available education and training courses; and a
robust search engine.
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The folks at , who have
designed several novel vehicle arresting devices, and

, which would
install them, are eagerly awaiting tests in Texas later
this year of their 360-degree revolving platform which can
rotate a set of security bollards out of the path of
oncoming traffic as well as their "TigerTrap" device whose
collapsible platform can carry the weight of pedestrian
traffic, but will give way under the weight of a heavy
suspect truck. Both certification tests are scheduled at
the Texas Transportation Institute, Rock Twelve's Graeme
Waitzkin told me. 

Keep your eye out for  April print edition for
additional news and commentary that stemmed from the ISC
West extravaganza.
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The Department of Homeland Security plans to award a sole
source contract to 

, of Oak Ridge, TN, for radiation detection equipment,
including a Detective-Ex Portable HPGe Identifier (gamma
and neutron), a Detective-Opt-2-US battery belt and
universal charger and a NaI-based radiation search system.

The U.S. State Department has signed a contract with
, of Jeffersonville, IN, to

purchase ammunition supplies.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced
that it intends to issue a purchase order to ,
of Carlsbad, CA, for the purchase of high assurance
Internet protocol interoperability communication network
encryption equipment.

, of Calgary, Canada, announced
that its subsidiary, Protective Products International
Corp., of Sunrise, FL, has won a $1 million (Canadian)
contract to deliver full spectrum battle equipment,
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comprised of ballistic filler components, for use by the
U.S. Marine Corps' Fleet Anti-Terrorism Security Teams and
other units.

The United Nations has selected , of
Seattle, WA, to create an online emergency preparedness
training program for the world organization's 16,000
employees in New York City.

The Garden City (KS) Police Department has issued 
, of Lenexa, KS, a follow-on purchase order,

to raise its total purchase of ICOP Model 20/20 in-car
digital video surveillance systems to 25 units.

, of Rockville, MD, has been awarded an
Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) contract to
provide a broad range of professional and administrative
services to the DHS Customs and Border Protection (CBP);
the contract is for one base year plus four one-year
options.

The Marion County Emergency Management Agency of
Indianapolis, IN, has awarded  of Oak
Brook, IL, a $5 million contract to provide an interoperable
mission-critical communications platform and
an emergency siren system.

DHS announced it intends to award a sole source contract to
, of Santa Fe, NM, to acquire an

ICx model identiFinder-Ultra-S-NGH (with Cs-137) radiation
detector and other radiation equipment.
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Customs and Border Protection plans to hold a competitive
reverse auction to acquire four green  for
delivery in El Paso, TX; all sellers must submit pricing
information using the on-line exchange located at
www.FedBid.com Contact: caroline.r.manning@dhs.gov

Customs and Border Protection also seeks four olive green
 4X4 ES 420's for delivery at El

Paso; the vehicles will be acquired through a competitive
reverse auction at www.FedBid.com Contact:
caroline.r.manning@dhs.gov

DHS Office of Procurement Operations plans to establish
DHS-wide IDIQ contracts for  (program management,
administrative, clerical and technical services) as
set-asides for service-disabled veteran owned small
businesses. Contact: bernard.salter@dhs.gov Respond by
April 13.

The U.S. Coast Guard plans to issue a 100 percent small
business set aside solicitation for seven 
(two positions per console), under simplified acquisition
contracting procedures. Contact: Terry.E.Craft@uscg.mil
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Respond by April 13.

The Coast Guard Engineering Logistics Center plans to seek
support for its membership in the 

 (CRNAV) for
calendar year 2007. Contact: Robert.R.Orofino@uscg.mil
Respond by April 4.

The Transportation Security Administration requires
 to be used in

aviation checkpoints to screen passenger carry-on luggage;
white papers are sought, as the basis on which TSA will
select eligible vendors. Contact: Melissa.Conley@dhs.gov

The Rio Grande Valley Sector of the CBP's U.S. Border
Patrol is seeking to rent  to patrol the Rio Grande
River and surrounding areas of Cameron, Hidalgo and Starr
Counties, TX. Contact: David.Torres@dhs.gov
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WIRELESS SURVEILLANCE -- , of
Palo Alto, CA, has partnered with , of
Oxnard, CA, and , of Kaiserslautern, Germany, to
deliver a complete, solar-powered wireless surveillance
solution deployable in remote areas.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY -- , of
Hackensack, NJ, won top honors as Best Information
Technology Company at the recent NJ Technology Council
award show, held in Somerset, NJ.

SYSTEMS INTEGRATOR -- , of Arlington, VA,
announced the launch of its new Web site,
www.polimatrix.com, outlining the company's nuclear and
radiological products and solutions.

RADIATION COUNTERMEASURES -- , of
Cleveland, OH, announced successful closing of a $30
million private placement, which will enable the company to
respond to the Defense Department's Request for Proposal
(RFP) and continue development of its Protectan CBLB502
treatment for gastrointestinal effects of acute radiation
syndrome.

IT BEST PRACTICE -- , of DePere, WI, has
released an in-depth white paper examining the factors
which determine how agencies and companies select a systems
integrator to meet their IT needs.

EMERGENCY LOCATOR -- , a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Herley Industries, Inc., of Lancaster, PA,
has been selected to provide its OpenMesh ad hoc network
router as part of the Advanced 3D Locator Systems being
developed for DHS by  of Chantilly,
VA.
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LOCKS -- , of Deerfield, IL, announced
that sales of its Travel Sentry-approved locks, which
enable passengers to lock bags while allowing TSA officers
to inspect such luggage, have jumped 50 percent in the past
year.

TWO-WAY RADIO -- , of Orem, UT, has signed an
agreement with , of Miami, FL, giving
the latter the rights to sell the complete line of FreeLinc's
two-way radio accessories.

PORTABLE LIGHTING -- The BrightEye LED lighting system
developed by , of Research Triangle Park, NC,
has successfully passed field tests conducted by the U.S.
Air Force Mobility Battlelab.
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INTELLIGENT VIDEO -- , of St.
Louis, MO, has released a new line of Intelligent Video
Solution products, including a video analytics software
suite (Arteco Logic), and four new hardware appliance video
servers (Arteco-4000, -5000, -6000 and -7000).

ACCESS NODE -- , of Petah Tikva, Israel,
unveiled the Fi-Focus-5, a new multi-service access node
(MSAN) allowing users to distribute control and policy
enforcement capabilities between MSAN and the edge router.

RFID LOCKS -- , of Salem, VA, has
introduced its Hybrid platform for a new line of locks
incorporating RFID technologies, merging mechanical
master keys and electronic access control systems.

SECURITY SOFTWARE -- , of San Francisco, CA, has
released the long-awaited upgrade of its anti-virus and
spyware program, known as Spyware Doctor 5.0, offering
advanced detection of malware, incorporating Spider
technology to quickly identify threats , minimize scan
times and enhance detection capabilities.

ULTRA MAGNIFYING LENS -- The Security Systems Division of
, of Tokyo, Japan, unveiled its new H55ZAME-P

ultra-high magnification 55x zoom lens, designed to match
other high-performance surveillance systems, offering high
resolution compatible to C-mount 3CCD cameras.

SURVEILLANCE RADAR -- , of
Stillwater, OK, has released its perimeter surveillance
radar model STS-1400, which can accurately detect personnel
and vehicles at up to 1,400 meters, scanning a full 360
degrees every second, providing security over a 2.3 square
mile area.
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, former undersecretary of DHS and director of
FEMA, has joined the board of directors of Charys Holding Co.,
Inc., of Atlanta, GA, which specializes in reconstruction
and data infrastructure.

Blackhawk Products Group, of Norfolk, VA, signaled its push
into the industrial security market, announcing the
appointment of  as director of sales for the
new Blackhawk Industrial Security division.

Michael Brown

Terry Naughton

Rep.  (R-NJ) has introduced new legislation in
Congress, known as the Safe Facilities Act of 2007, to
increase safety measures, including anti-terrorism
regulations, at the nation's chemical plants.

Chris Smith

DHS AWARDS -- The Christopher Columbus Fellowship
Foundation, a federal agency, is accepting nominations for
its $25,000  for 2007. Contact:
Darlene Cavalier at DarCav1@aol.com

USCIS REVIEW -- The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) has created a new 

 (OSI), sharpening its focus on management
integrity and delivery of critical security functions.

EMERGENCY ALERT -- Mississippi launched AlertFM, a
statewide , utilizing
GSSNet, a digital network operated over existing FM
signals, to improve communications in emergency situations.

FORENSIC LAB -- After a rigorous on-site inspection, the
 has

re-accredited the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) Forensic Science Laboratory in San
Francisco, CA, through 2011.

Homeland Security Award

Office of Security and
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 features solution providers and IT best
practices experts, being held on April 4 at the Donald E.
Stephens Convention Center, Chicago, IL. Contact and
registration information: www.networkworld.com/events/chicago07

 will
take place April 4-5 at Pier 92 ("the show piers on the
Hudson") in New York City, including more than 100
exhibitors. For more information, call 800-747-5599.

The DHS  (NIAC)
will meet in open session on April 10, at the National
Press Club in Washington, DC. For meeting agenda and other
information: www.dhs.gov/niac

, a leading conference for
IT managers and infrastructure professionals, will be held
April 16 - 19, at the Manchester Grand Hyatt in San Diego,
CA. Contact and registration information: www.snwusa.com

Chameleon Associates is mounting a two-day 
, to be held in Las Vegas, NV, April

30-May 1. Contact and registration information:
www.chameleonassociates.com

, focusing on
the tools, technologies and strategies needed to meet
regulatory compliance, will be held May 9 - 11 at the New
Orleans Marriott. Contact and registration information:
www.gartner.com

IT Roadmap

New York Law Enforcement & Security Expo & Conference

National Infrastructure Advisory Council

Computer Storage Networking World

Terrorist Threat
Mitigation Workshop

Gartner Compliance and Risk Management Summit

As envisioned, the temporary worker program will allow
foreign nationals to gain access into the United States for
periods up to six years. The program not only allows people
from all walks of life to gain entry into the U.S., but
also encourages them to find legal job opportunities when
they arrive so they can jumpstart their new lives.

This program, however, fails to deal with key political and
economic issues, both here and abroad.

First, the temporary worker program must meet the current
laws established by the U.S. Government to ensure that
people who are allowed to work in the U.S. do so for the
length of time established by their employer. Frequently,
foreign nationals overstay their employment agreements,
either leaving their job early, or staying longer then what
was originally agreed upon.

It is the responsibility of the employer to report the

Thoughts on Uncle Sam's Temporary Worker Program

By Bruce Walker



whereabouts of those who do not abide by the agreement, so
authorities can take the appropriate actions.

Second, the proposed policy will afford those enrolled in
the temporary worker program to become citizens after five
or six years, a lengthy period of time that must be updated
so that those who have shown they are here to work can
continue to do so as citizens.

Third, the underlying economic issues that create the need
for the temporary worker program must be addressed. Many of
these workers are migrating to the U.S. because their own
country's economy is not capable of generating enough new
jobs. Once they are here, they send their earnings home (an
estimated $26 billion to Mexico alone), which erodes
support for local U.S. economies. The U.S. needs to work
with Latin and South American governments to solve their
economic growth issues in order to keep workers at home.

Once key political and economic issues are dealt with, the
envisioned temporary worker program will provide new
opportunities for foreign nationals to work in the U.S. and
begin their new lives.

Bruce Walker is director of homeland security for Northrop 
Grumman Corp.


