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At the Border Expo in San Antonio:
Bringing the players together

Securing borders has an impact far beyond the lines which
separate one country from another. Nowhere is this more
evident than along the U.S.- Mexican border, where
economics, security and politics are constantly
interacting.

These factors were also clearly in play at the recent
Global Border Security Conference and Expo, held at the
Gonzalez Convention Center in San Antonio, TX. The conference,
sponsored by , took place a stone's throw
from The Alamo.

E.J. Krause

The conference, the first of its kind, offered a unique
opportunity to meet movers and shakers in government
agencies as well as the private sector. It also reflected
significant challenges the Department of Homeland Security
faces in its treatment of America's borders.

DHS was fully represented both in the conference and the
exposition, outlining programs and policies designed to
control illegal immigration, foil terrorism and prevent the
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transport of contraband.

The agency was one of more than 100 exhibitors, showing
everything from biometric card holders to photon lights
(that help reveal illegal immigrants) to gigantic,
custom-built police command and control trucks.

Attendees generally agreed: There is no simple solution to
the problem of securing the border.

"Border security is important, but you can't forget what it
is for," said Maria Luisa O'Connell, president of the
Border Trade Alliance. "You have to balance the homeland
and economic security."

Equally important was the emphasis that any new product or
service needs to possess interoperability or multi-functional
applications.

"We're being sold new technology on a daily basis,"
observed Joey Sherman, executive director of the Texas
Police Association, headquartered in Austin, TX. "I'm
limited by my budget and my staff's ability to absorb it."

Local officials emphasized that even where funds and
training are available, any new systems will need to
facilitate greater interagency coordination.

"Border security isn't just a question of using
technology," said O'Connell. "It's a matter of adopting a
comprehensive implementation plan."

Above all, the conference reflected a growing awareness
that real border security will depend on coordination of
federal, state and local agencies.

That requirement was a driving force behind one of the most
interesting exhibits: the Texas Situational Awareness
Network (TEXSAN).

TEXSAN made its debut at the San Antonio gathering, ushered
in by the high-powered consortium that developed it: 

, , and . It is a
multi-purpose, interoperable network that lets local
governments know instantly where border problems exist, and
where their assets are positioned to respond.

The highly mobile system was also designed to complement at
the state and local level the capabilities of the national
Strategic Border Initiative (SBInet) now being put into
operational use.

"Interoperability is a must," said Bill Clingempeel,
Qualcomm's head of major program business development.
"Federal, state and local agencies need to be able to see
what each other has and what they are doing, so they don't
conflict with each other."

It is a necessity repeatedly stressed by conference
attendees. As one remarked, "If you can't communicate,
you're an isolated island."
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The LiveWave business division of , of
Newport, RI, has been awarded a $3.2 million contract by
the New York State Metropolitan Transportation Authority to
engineer and deploy an advanced security solution,
including chemical sensors and security camera systems.

EADS CASA, an operating entity of , of Arlington, VA,
has received an order from Lockheed Martin for five more
U.S. Coast Guard HC-144A multi-mission maritime patrol
aircraft, being acquired as part of the service's
modernization program.

' SATCOM Technologies division, based in
Newton, NC, has been awarded an order for a Warrior Model
20-20 antenna system, as part of the U.S. Army's World Wide
Satellite Services contract to provide Ku-band on-the-move
satellite communications capabilities. Total potential
award value if all options are exercised is $28 million.

, of Carrollton, TX, has
received a 900-unit video surveillance camera order from
the Sarasota County (FL) School District, following on an
order for 700 units placed by the school district in 2006.

, of Billerica, MA,
has received a $2 million order from an undisclosed U.S.
Government client for Z Backscatter vans, which offer a
low-cost, highly-mobile screening system that can be
immediately deployed in response to security threats.

, of Fords, NJ, has been
awarded a contract to meet an Under Vehicle Surveillance
Systems (UVSS) requirement of the Defense Logistics Agency.

, of San Francisco, CA, has been awarded a four
and a half year, indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity
joint venture contract by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to provide support and inspection services under
FEMA's Post-Disaster Housing Inspection Program. The
contract has a maximum value of $750 million.
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The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) seeks a
small business vendor that can supply a 

, either manufactured by Nabco, Model
SLCV-01, or equal specification. Contact:
Deldridge.Berry@dhs.gov

The Federal Protective Service's physical security branch,
part of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), seeks
information on a variety of 

 in preparation of a solicitation for a five-year
contract, to be issued in Fall, 2007. Contact:
Deborah.Locke@dhs.gov

TSA has issued a presolicitation notice, in preparation to
acquire . Contact:
Melissa.Conley@dhs.gov

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has a requirement for a
 for use at various land border

crossings and airports within the Central Asian Republic of
Kyrgyzstan. Contact: Mark.Weinstein@dhs.gov

suspect luggage
containment vessel

site security systems and
products

explosive trace detectors

mobile X-ray machine

FIPS - , of Tampa, FL, announced that
its ES520 Secure Wireless Access Bridges earned a Federal
Information Processing Standard (FIPS) certificate.

POLICE QUESTIONING - , of Chatsworth,
CA, has established two new Web sites; one dedicated
exclusively to CIMM (Case Information Media Management),
its new interview recording solution for law enforcement,
and another for the company's Video Pilot Network
Management and Recording Software, which integrates video
surveillance operations.

SAFETY ACT - , of Alexandria, VA, a provider of
incident management software, has received a SAFETY
(Support Anti-terrorism by Fostering Effective Technology)
Act designation from DHS for the company's Continual
Preparedness System.

SAFETY ACT II - DHS has also awarded SAFETY Act designation
to the First InterComm interoperable communications system
manufactured by , of Nashua, NH.

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES - , the former General
Electric Co. subsidiary acquired by , of
Paris, France, announced that its brand name will
henceforth be Gexpro.

RFID - , of Harrisburg, PA, reports record
shipments of its Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags
and satellite communications transceivers, with 150,000
transceivers distributed worldwide, along with 25 million
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RFID tags and 45,000 RFID readers.

INFORMATION SECURITY - , of Reston, VA, announces the
introduction of its Federal Information Security Solution,
combining the company's industry analysis capabilities with
its tactical business intelligence.

SECURE DOMAIN - , of Las
Vegas, NV, announced new enhancements to its ez enterprise
wide security software, including a universal password
control, and an enterprise application security function.

INPUT

Vanguard Integrity Professionals

 has been named acting deputy administrator of
the Transportation Security Administration.

 has been named training manager of TOA
Electronics, Inc., an audio and security products
manufacturer based in South San Francisco, CA.

Gail Rossides

Bob Tamburri

A key Senate panel has approved legislation (S.924) to
overhaul the Coast Guard's troubled $24 billion 

; Senate concerns were heightened by a
DHS investigation that found new ships did not meet
performance standards.

The House Judiciary Committee has voted to restore and
boost funding for the 
(COPS) program, to $1.15 billion in each of the next five
years, beginning in FY 2008.

Deepwater
modernization program

Community Oriented Policing Services

PROTECTION FUNDING - DHS is awarding grants to mosques and
synagogues seen as , under a $24
million program within the Urban Area Security Initiative.

ELECTRONIC BORDERS - Trucks entering California, New Mexico
and Texas from Mexico are now required to transmit advance
electronic  through U.S. Customs and

potential terrorist targets

truck cargo information



Border Protection's truck manifest system.

DHS INFORMATION NETWORK - DHS seeks applicants to serve on
the ,
which makes recommendations to DHS regarding end user
requirements of the Homeland Security Network. Contact:
David Castillo at 202-282-9580, or submit application to:
hsinac.comments@dhs.gov Respond by June 22.

COAST GUARD PANEL - The Coast Guard seeks applicants for
membership on the 

, which makes recommendations regarding transport
and handling of hazardous materials in U.S. ports and
waterways. Contact: Richard Raksnis at 202-372-1425, or
obtain application forms at 

Homeland Security Information Network Advisory Council

Chemical Transportation Advisory
Committee

http://dms.dot.gov

DHS hosts a public workshop, "
 - A Tutorial on How to Write PIAs," at the GSA Regional

Headquarters Building in Washington, DC, May 23. Contact:
Brooke Dickson-Knowles at 703-235-0780.

The ,
which oversees federal-state exchange of criminal records,
will meet May 23-24 at the Hyatt Regency in Louisville, KY.
Contact: Todd Commodore at 304-625-2803.

 will be held May 30-June
1, at the Georgia World Congress Center, in Atlanta, GA.
Contact and registration information:
www.disastersolutions.bz

 will be held at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York City, June 4. Contact and registration
information: www.aitglobal.com

Privacy Impact Assessments at
DHS

National Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact Council

The World Disaster Response Summit

The 19th Annual Information/Cyber Security Conference and
Exhibit


