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 talks with the man
behind the character
A Mighty Heart: GSN

Last week, the day before the glittering New York City
premiere of a new film about the kidnapping and murder of

 reporter Daniel Pearl, I had the
opportunity to interview Randall Bennett.

He's the real-life State Department agent who led the U.S.
Government's investigation in Karachi, Pakistan, into
Pearl's grisly beheading by Islamic terrorists. A much
honored member of the State Department's Diplomatic
Security Bureau, Bennett is portrayed in the film, 

, by actor Will Patton.

The film, starring Angelina Jolie, was based on a book of
the same name, written by Pearl's widow, Mariane Pearl,
who implied that Pakistani police interrogators are particularly
skillful at extracting information from closed-lip terror
suspects they have captured.

Wall Street Journal

A Mighty
Heart

Randall Bennett (bottom) is portrayed by actor Will Patton
(left), in "A Mighty Heart", starring Angelina Jolie
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"When the chips are down, Pakistani questioners seem to get
these suspects to cough up the information," I commented to
Bennett, during my conversation with the veteran U.S.
investigator.

Here's a sneak preview of what Bennett told me:

The rest of my fascinating conversation with Randall Bennett
will appear in the July 2007 print edition of 

. Don't miss it!

I'm sure you're referring to physical torture, but really
the Pakistanis have a lot of methods and are very good at
rigorous interrogation. I've seen them use some psychological
interrogations and tactics that were absolutely staggering.

For example, we were questioning a very hard core jihadi and
we could not get answers out of him.

If they had tortured him, they probably could have gotten
answers, but there's always the question of whether he's
giving you the  answers because people will say
anything to avoid torture.

So, they brought in this religious leader from the area. He
stood in front of the jihadi, who was very hard-core, who
refused to answer, no matter what.

The religious leader said, "Do you know who I am?" (He had a
big beard.) The jihadi said, "Yes."

The leader said, "I want you to take the Koran, I want you to
go into that room. I want you to do your ablutions. I want
you to make your prayers to God. And then I want you to come
back here."

The jihadi was happy to do that. He wanted the opportunity.
He went in. He washed, did his prayers, came back out, and
stood in front of this religious man.

The man said, "Now, you remember: You've just given your
prayers to God. God is watching you. Tell me. And tell me

. Do you know this?"

To my absolute surprise, this jihadi man started crying and
he poured out the information. With no physical coercion.

Right then, I realized what a "true believer" means. That
taught me how devoted these people are to their beliefs and
their religion.
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The Department of Homeland Security intends to award a sole
source contract to , of Anchorage,
AK, for professional information sharing and collaboration
support services.

The U.S. Secret Service intends to award a sole source
contract to , of Twinsburg, OH, covering maintenance
services for CEIA brand metal detectors.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection intends to negotiate a
sole source, firm fixed price contract with ,
of Monroe, WI, for service to train CBP officers for tower
climbing and rescue operations.
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The U.S. Coast Guard has begun a streamlined competition to
acquire  at the Coast Guard's Navigation
Center in Alexandria, VA. Contact: Eric.C.Mcdoniel@uscg.mil

The Federal Emergency Management Agency seeks a contractor
to provide and maintain a 
capable of handling volumes ranging from 6,000 to 158,000
calls per day. Contact: Zahra.Hashmi@dhs.gov

The Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Ground
Water and Drinking Water (OGWDW) requires a contractor to
facilitate implementation of the 
and meet other legislative mandates seeking to secure water
and wastewater infrastructure from terrorist attack.
Contact Angela M. Schopler at Schopler.Angela@epa.gov

The Coast Guard needs to purchase 202 
 for its Integrated Support Command in

Portsmouth, VA. Contact: John.M.Lukondi@uscg.mil Respond by
June 22, 2007.

The Transportation Security Administration is seeking a
Web-based and non-Web-based 

, utilizing commercial off-the-shelf
technology. Contact: Sandra.Oliver@dhs.gov Respond by
June 22, 2007.
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SPECIAL CAMERAS - , of Irvine, CA, entered into a
partnership with , of Spring Valley,
NY, to expand sales to government and military agencies
through American Innovations' GSA contract.

ACCESS CONTROL - ,
of Westlake Village, CA, has appointed Summit Sales &
Marketing, Inc., of Des Moines, IA, as their sales rep in
five Midwestern states.

TRANSPORTERS - , the Bedford, NH-based
manufacturer of unique personal transporters, selected
Susquehanna Commercial Finance, Inc., of Pottstown, PA, as
a preferred financing company for Segway's commercial
customers.

INTELLIGENCE - , of Arlington, VA, a
provider of IT solutions to national security and related
government agencies, announced the completion of the
purchase of shares of the Institute for Quality Management,
Inc.

SURVEILLANCE VIDEO - , of Toronto,
Canada, announced plans to expand its innovative
surveillance-video-over-Powerline, by adopting Panasonic's
HD-PLC technology.
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ACCESS CONTROL - , of Sag Harbor,
NY, expanded its new stand alone EZ-Access control system,
offering a two door controller which can be expanded to
include external relays for CCTV and more.

PROJECT 25 - , of Irving, TX, announced it has
added a new Enhanced Project 25 Vocoder into its Project 25
compliant portable and mobile radios.

ACCESS REQUEST - , of
Raleigh, NC, released its Badge Point system, allowing GE
Picture Perfect access control cardholders to make
electronic requests for badge modifications.

BOMB DETECTION - , of Chelmsford, Essex,
Great Britain, launched TR Scannershield, which is capable
of containing explosions from letter bombs.
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Homeland Security Group International, of San Diego, CA,
has named , director of the Institute for
Interventional Informatics, as science advisor.

FBI Director Robert Mueller announced the appointment of
 as assistant director of the FBI's finance

division and  as assistant director of the
FBI's office of congressional affairs.

American Systems, of Chantilly, VA, appointed 
 to vice president and director of its identity

management and information assurance division.

CSSI, Inc., of Washington, DC, has named  as
chief financial officer, with responsibilities to include
financial planning, programs and policies.
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Congressman Raul Grijalva (D-AZ) introduced legislation
which would amend the recently passed  and

, to protect public lands, wildlife and
borderland communities.

A House Judiciary subcommittee is considering a measure
designed to authorize $20 million per fiscal year through
2011 for ; the legislation would be
similar to a Senate version passed in 2006.

Republicans on the 
released a letter urging reform of its oversight role, ending
turf battles blocking adoption of the "single point" oversight
committee originally proposed in 2004 by the Sept. 11 Commission.

Secure Fence Act
REAL-ID Act

protecting judges

House Homeland Security Committee

PASSPORTS - DHS has temporarily relaxed recently adopted
, in the wake of mounting

Congressional anger over processing delays; travelers will
be able to present a State Department receipt in lieu of
the actual document.

IMMIGRATION PROTEST - The nation's employers warn that
pending congressional mandates for proof that all employees
are legal could crash the 

 operated by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services.

travel document requirements

Electronic Employer Verification
System



IRAQ REFUGEES - DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff unveiled
 procedures which will be used

to screen up to 7,000 Iraqi refugees applying for
resettlement in the U.S.

SCI-FI FUTURE THREAT - DHS has been turning to Sigma, a
group of published , to evaluate
possible future threats to the U.S.

enhanced security screening

science fiction writers

The annual , covering
identity services, target security architecture, identity
solutions and more will take place June 25-29, 2007 at the
Hilton Hotel in San Francisco. Information:

The Institute for Defense & Government Advancement is
hosting , being held June
26-28 at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade
Center in Washington, DC. Information: 

The Department of Health & Human Services is hosting its

, covering pandemics, biological and
nuclear threats, at the Fairmont Hotel in Washington, DC,
July 31-August 2. Information: 

Burton Group Catalyst Conference

www.catalyst.burtongroup.com

Network Centric Homeland Security

www.idga.org

Public Health Emergency Medical Countermeasures Enterprise
Stakeholders Workshop

www.hhs.gov


