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Close calls at FPED VI…

The moment a saw the outdoor "misting stations" and the
canvas tents offering ice cold bottled water, I knew we
were in for three hot and humid days last week at the
sprawling Force Protection Equipment Demonstration, the
huge DoD show dubbed FPED VI, at the Stafford (VA) Regional
Airport, about 45 miles south of Washington, DC.

Perspiration aside, it was an excellent showcase for all
kinds of gear intended to protect both military personnel
and civilian infrastructure, ranging from high-tech fences
to video surveillance systems; from night vision equipment
to the latest in X-ray screening machines.

My three days at FPED were jammed with back-to-back
30-minute video interviews which I and a talented filmmaker
had scheduled with about 30 different exhibiting vendors.

After a scorching first day of shooting, my  colleagues
and I returned to the airfield after sunset for a
fascinating nighttime demonstration of thermal cameras,
high-resolution monitors and other night vision equipment.

About 50 different vendors, arrayed in side-by-side booths,
all aimed their gear across the airport's runway at three
different clusters of men posing as "intruders," in the
woods and hillsides a few hundred yards away. Invisible to
the naked eye, these intruders were nonetheless captured on
night vision monitors in such exquisite detail that I could
see some of the men spitting from a quarter-mile away.

It occurred to me as I chatted in the dark with the techno
geeks carefully calibrating their night vision cameras and
tweaking the controls of their wide-screen monitors that
these men truly  the nighttime. The cool breezes, the
starry skies and the tranquil mood, seemed to put everyone
at ease.

"It's true," explained one Israeli exhibitor, who said he
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had used night vision equipment as a commander in the
Israel Defense Forces decades ago and has remained in this
field ever since. "We're all night owls. We like the dark.
We get our best ideas at night."

Another technician marveled at the power of night vision
technologies and the great advantage they can bestow on
U.S. military forces when pursuing terrorists or other
enemies who use less-sophisticated optical equipment.

"Terrorists used to stay indoors during daylight, but they
would move about freely at night, from house to house,
under cover of darkness," he explained. The U.S. now has
night vision equipment that enable it to spot a single
human being moving about at night as much as 30 kilometers
away. With the use of satellites and unmanned aerial
vehicles, there is no reason why the U.S. military couldn't
keep the caves in the border area between Afghanistan and
Pakistan -- where Osama bin Laden and his cohorts are
believed to be hiding -- under round-the-clock, pinpoint
surveillance, he added. "If we wanted to find bin Laden at
night, we absolutely could," he maintained.

As enjoyable as the nighttime demonstration had been, it
turned grim at about 10 PM when I suddenly realized that my
trusty  colleagues had inexplicably abandoned me at the
darkened airport, driving our only vehicle back to our
hotel about four miles away, leaving me stranded. I
contemplated a long, dark and dusty walk -- in the middle
of nowhere -- but luckily managed to hitch a ride with some
of the same night vision vendors I had just encountered.

And that led to an interesting tale.

It turns out that these four hospitable fellows were all
employees of , of
Anderson, Indiana, a small company that has recently
developed a device called  that they claim can
destroy roadside Improvised Explosive Devices - the scourge
of Iraq - by blasting them with vehicle-mounted "bolts of
lightning."
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Xtreme Alternative Defense Systems (XADS)

StunStrike

This innovative device, which has a range of about 35 feet
when mounted on a vehicle, can deliver aimed electrical
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energy to a specific object, such as an IED, to disable the
target in a non-lethal manner, says XADS.

It is currently undergoing government-sponsored development
testing at the company's facility in Indiana, and might
someday be deployed to Iraq, they told me. I was so
grateful for the lift back to my hotel that I promised to
draw some immediate attention to the potential of their

 device. I'll bring  readers a fuller
description of this anti-IED device after I look into it
more thoroughly.

The following morning was going well until our cameraman
and I began shooting an interview in the exhibit booth of

, a unit of a New Zealand-
based supplier of electrified perimeter security fencing.
In fact, as Thomas LaRose, Jr., of Gallagher tells it, the
founder of his company  the concept of an
electrified agricultural fence before World War II, as a
means to contain the countless sheep that inhabit that
South Pacific island nation.

LaRose was extolling the virtues of his evenly-spaced
electrified wires when I inadvertently backed into one of
his demonstration fences and literally jumped halfway
across the exhibit booth in shock, as electricity jolted
through my body. I picked myself off the floor, we
completed the interview and gamely pressed on.

At our next stop, it was our cameraman's chance for a brush
with death. We were interviewing Adi Dhondy, nicknamed "Mr.
Spike" in the force protection community, because his
company, , of Brookfield, WI, is
one of the world's largest suppliers of multi-spiked
vehicle-stopping devices, which can puncture the tires of
threatening vehicles and quickly disable them.

StunStrike GSN
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invented

Phoenix International, LTD.

Our cameraman accepted Mr. Spike's assurances that the live
demonstration we were about to witness was 100 percent
safe. So, he positioned himself for an exciting camera
angle by sitting on the ground, just off the roadway,

 the approaching vehicle. Little did we realize
that the spiked carpet unrolled in the path of the oncoming
demonstration vehicle would get tangled in the car's
wheels, fly up in the air, whiz by the cameraman's body
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with spikes gleaming, and miss his face by only inches.

Narrowly escaping a second snafu within the hour, we
envisioned the posthumous headline: 

That evening, things were far more civilized at an upbeat
reception at the recently-opened National Marine Corps
Museum, at nearby Quantico, VA, sponsored by 

, of Washington, DC, one of the fastest-growing
and most prominent companies in the force protection field. 

ICx - the strange initials are derived from the phrase, "I
see 'X'," meaning I can see, or detect,  - the
company's talented CEO, Hans Kobler, once told me.

In fact, ICx Technologies execs were somewhat hush-hush
that evening because the company is currently in what's
called a "quiet period" imposed by the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC), between the time it registered
for an initial public offering of at least $184 million
worth of shares on the NASDAQ exchange (which it did on
August 6th) and the time it brings its first shares to the
public market (on a date not yet announced.)

Scuttlebutt at the reception about the forthcoming IPO by 
ICx Technologies was largely positive.

Yes, there were a few close calls, and a lot of high
temperatures, but a good time was had by all at this year's
FPED VI.

"GSN editor
electrocuted. Punctured cameraman dies of multiple spike
wounds."

ICx
Technologies
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Immigration Non-Reform: The Border 
Dilemma

With hopes for immigration reform dashed by partisan
rancor, the Departments of Homeland Security and Commerce
have been developing alternative means to improve border
security and immigration control.

DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff pointed out that the reforms
planned by the two agencies are all "within the boundaries
of existing law." With a hostile Congress, they could not
act otherwise.



DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff

In early August, Chertoff and Commerce Secretary Carlos
Gutierrez developed 26 steps they intend to pursue to
improve border security and staunch the flow of illegal
immigrants.

Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez

Key steps in this process include:

• Expanding border security through additional personnel and
infrastructure. According to Chertoff, this goal will be
met by December 31, 2008, through expansion of the Border
Patrol to 18,300 agents, the construction of 370 miles of
fencing, creation of an additional 300 miles of vehicle
barriers and the construction of 105 camera and radar
towers.

• Ramping up the Bush Administration's "Catch and Return"
policy; DHS will oversee additional funding for detention
facilities to hold up to 31,500 illegal aliens, to ensure
that all those apprehended are repatriated.

• Special attention will be given by both DHS and the State
Department to keep international gang members out of the
U.S., expanding the visa denial policy currently applied to



gang members from China, the former Soviet Union and El
Salvador.

• Expanding the US-VISIT exit requirement to all U.S.
airports and seaports, and launching a land-border exit
system, all incorporating biometric documentation
processes.

• Paying more careful attention to interior enforcement of
immigration laws, including expansion of U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement teams (expected to total 75
seven-member units later this fall) and cracking down on
employers who harbor illegal immigrants.

• Holding federal contractors and vendors (200,000
companies) to more rigid employment documentation
standards. Chertoff and Gutierrez announced they will
cooperate to develop new federal rules, mandating those
companies that do business with the government to use
E-Verify, the federal electronic employment verification
system, to ensure that their employees are authorized to
work in the U.S.

Both Chertoff and Gutierrez know that even these
administrative actions are likely to face challenges from
both local communities and employers.

In Texas, for example, chambers of commerce in major border
towns have registered strong dissatisfaction with the
actual implementation of the Secure Fence Act. They fear
the construction of a concrete, chain-link and barbed wire
barrier would devastate legitimate trans-border trade and
commerce. One local businessman told : "I wouldn't mind
if this was just sensors and lights, but the fence
discourages shoppers who come in from Mexico."

Similarly, manufacturers, agro-businesses and tourism
operations are upset that proposed Administration rules
regarding confirmation of worker status will place an
unfair and unenforceable layer of red tape on their
operations.

Under a controversial regulation adopted in early August,
DHS issued a "no-match" rule, under which employers with
"a significant number" of employees bearing inaccurate or
conflicting personal identity information, will be notified
by the Social Security Administration to clarify and/or
correct the employee information on file.

The "no-match" rule could produce an accounting headache.
It is estimated that up to 4 percent of the 250 million
wage reports received by the SSA have significant no-match
irregularities. It also faces strong legal challenges from
both the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the AFL-CIO.

Congress, which has often been actively seeking a role in
DHS policy making, has declined to enact any legislation to
clarify how much information sharing should be allowed.

It also remains to be seen if Congress will grant the
budget increases necessary to permit the expansion of the
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border security set-up as outlined by Chertoff and
Gutierrez.

The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Glynco, GA,
has awarded , of
Moyock, NC, a $155,000 contract to provide an advance
strategic counterintelligence security escort course.

The Transportation Security Administration announced
contract awards worth a total of $2.3 million to lease
millimeter wave as well as backscatter imaging machines
from , of Billerica, MA, 

, of Chantilly, VA, and , of
Robbinsville, NJ.

The Department of Homeland Security intends to sign a firm
fixed price purchase order with ,
of Arcadia, CA, to inspect, qualify and train DHS employees
to use its sensor Web system technology to help
decontaminate buildings from bio-threat agents.

The U.S. Customs and Border Protection plans to run
recruitment advertising at the Dodge Arena in Hidalgo, TX,
during NBA D-League Vipers team home games, under a
contract being negotiated with the 
of McAllen, TX.

In a related development, CBP's Miami Border Patrol Sector
is also negotiating to do recruitment advertising with the

.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency awarded a
$1,791,073 contract (for base year and four option years)
to , of Greenwood Village,
CO, for federal national ambulance services.

FEMA is going to award a two-year publication contract for
17 users to , to get Congressional
Quarterly homeland security-related news and features.

The U.S. Coast Guard has retained 
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, of Huntsville, AL, to provide competitive
sourcing advice, under a contract providing $4,480 minimum.
Robn76@aol.com

DHS has awarded a $300,240 contract for Steiner Model 648
binoculars, to , of Miami, FL.

The U.S. Border Patrol has awarded , of Miami
FL, a $48,600 contract for incentive items.

The Justice Department has awarded a contract worth $69,508
to , of Fort Pierce, FL, for boarding
stairs for use in the U.S. Marshals Service's Joint
Prisoner Alien Transportation System.

Consulting

Nord Atlantic Trading Corp.

Wayloo Inc.

Phoenix Metal Products

The Coast Guard is seeking a contractor to repair and
install  within the service's
Integrated Support Command -- New Orleans district.
Contact: Rodrigo.Z.Chavarria@uscg.mil Respond by
August 30.

CBP needs  to accommodate up to 25
horses within a 30-mile commuting distance of El Centro,
CA, under a firm fixed price contract to cover a base
period plus four option years. Contact:
Cindie.Walker@dhs.gov Respond by August 28.

The State Department's Bureau of International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs requires a 

 to assess capacities of anti-gangs units and
other justice sector entities combating gang-related crime
in Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Mexico. Contact:
Margaret Dickson at DicksonMA@state.gov Respond by
August 27.

The procurement branch of the Justice Department's Federal
Prison Industries / UNICOR needs . Contact:
Joscie Barnes at jbarnes@central.unicor.gov Respond by
August 24.

TSA requires 10 , to be
covered under a contract including maintenance materials
and installation materials. Contact: Victor.Carden@dhs.gov
Respond by August 24.

The Internal Revenue Service needs  for
law enforcement vehicles, including 90 LED dash lights, 90
LED deck lights and 27 strobes, to be installed on IRS SUVs
and sedans. Contact: Daniel.K.Higgins@irs.gov Respond by
August 24.

TSA has a requirement to conduct hands-on 
 for TSA officers at the Portland [OR]

International Airport. Contact: Sandra.Oliver@dhs.gov
Respond by August 22.

fencing and security locks

horse boarding facilities

regional gangs
coordinator

vehicle alarms

check-point bin return systems

lights and strobes

injury prevention
training



CBP needs to , including
windows, doors, roof and floor, gas tank and all pillars
and posts. Contact: Lety.Ramos@dhs.gov

armor a 2007 Chevrolet Suburban

DOG DAYS - GAO has denied the protest filed by 
, of Romulus, MI, against a contract

awarded to , also of Romulus,
MI, to provide commercial kennel facilities and services in
support of CBP's Canine Enforcement Program.

COMPOSITE ARMOR - , of Columbus, OH, announced it
has exclusively licensed its new advanced composite armor
material systems solution to , of
Charleston, SC, for use in that company's ShieldAll armor
system.

SATELLITE SERVICES - , of Ramat 
Gan, Isreal, has partnered with , of 
Parsippany, NJ, to enhance U.S. Defense Department 
satellite communications capabilities.

TERRORISM INSURANCE - The 
applauded progress in Congress to extend for 15 years the
terrorism risk insurance program initiated after the 9-11
attacks.

THWARTING CAR THEFT - In-vehicle tracking equipment
manufactured by , of Westwood, MA, was cited as
a key factor enabling Chicago-area police to bust a major
construction theft ring, recovering 30 pieces of
construction equipment and commercial vehicles.

MOBILE 911 - , of Basking Ridge, NJ, teamed up with
, of Huntsville, AL, to develop a mobile

command center to ensure continuity of operations for Dixie
County [FL] Emergency Services.

PURE SECURITY CONSULTING - ,
of Raleigh, NC, has been acquired by security guru Eugene
Martin.

K9
Operations, Inc.

Britt's Bow Wow Bed N Biscuit

Battelle

Protected Vehicles, Inc.

Space-Communication Ltd.
DRS Technologies

National Association of Realtors

LoJack Corp.

Avaya
Tel Control Inc.

Security Management Consulting

PA SYSTEMS - , of Torrance, CA, announced
its next generation MiniVox public address system, capable
of delivering 108dB's of intelligible speech, incorporating
a selectable 16 channel UHF wireless receiver.

TRACE DETECTION - GE Homeland Protection, Inc., a business

Anchor Audio, Inc.



of , has launched its new product,
MobileTrace, a user-friendly trace detection instrument
that, for the first time, enables simultaneous explosives
and narcotics detection in a handheld device.

PROJECT 25 - , of Irving, TX, unveiled its ES
series of Project 25-compliant portable radios, offering
rugged ergonomic design, crisp audio and other innovative
features.

SMART CONTAINER - , of Dulles, VA,
announced it has been awarded another RFID patent, for a
project to develop the Secure Material Accounted in Real
Times ("SMART") container, permitting dynamic updating of
container contents manifests.

GE Security, Inc.

EFJohnson

Odin Technologies

DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff welcomed the appointment of
Ambassador  as assistant secretary for
international affairs within DHS.

, a former White House aide, has been named
president of homeland security for ICx Technologies, of
Washington, DC.

Marisa Lino

Ken Rapuano

Former Homeland Security Under Secretary Asa Hutchinson
announced the formation of the National Advisory Board of
the ,
reflecting a congressional mandate to boost preparedness,
to coordinate community recovery efforts in the immediate
aftermath of an emergency.

Newt Gingrich urged President Bush to call a 
 to pass emergency legislation requiring

anyone arrested for a felony be checked for legal
citizenship status.

Corporate Crisis Response Officers Association

special
session of Congress

BOMB DATA - Officials from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives met with counterparts from 24 other
countries, announcing they would  about
bombs and explosives through the International Bomb Data
Center Working Group Web Portal.

share information



BOMB SQUAD UPGRADE - In a related development to the above,
DHS announced a  allocated in
the Washington, DC, region, to upgrade bomb squads and
improve intelligence analysis.

FBI TRANSCRIPTS - The Society of Former Special Agents of
the FBI has named the  to be
the official repository of a unique oral history created by
former top agents.

30 percent increase in funds

National Law Enforcement Museum

HOMELAND RESEARCH - The Naval Post-Graduate School in
Monterey, CA, will host the inaugural 

 conference, presented by
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics,
August 21-24.

AIRPORT SECURITY - The 
, sponsored by AAAE,

IAAE, St. Petersburg Pulkovo Airport, the U.S. Commercial
Office and Aeroflot, will take place August 26-28 at the
Hotel Astoria in St. Petersburg, Russia.

INTERNET OPERATIONS - DHS's U.S. Computer Emergency
Response Team (US-CERT) will host a closed-door conference
on , on August
27-28 at the Academy for Educational Development in
Washington, DC.

DEFENSE SYMPOSIUM - The National Defense Industrial
Association will hold its 

 at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City Hotel in
Arlington, VA, September 5-7. Attendees contact: Christy
Goehner, at 703-247-2586.

CARGO & PORTS - North America's SuperCorridor Coalition
(NASCO) is hosting its third 

, covering inter-modal trends,
cargo security and port technology, at the Menger Hotel in
San Antonio, TX, September 6-7.

SECURITY MEGASHOW -  will host hundreds of
companies and thousands of products, along with symposiums
and presentations on all aspects of government and private
sector security, September 11-12 at the Jacob Javits
Convention Center in New York City.

HomelandSecurity:
Research, Innovation, Transition

2007 International Airport Security
Technology Conference and Trade Show

Internet Security Operations and Intelligence

2007 Homeland Security Symposium
and Exhibition

Inland Ports Across North
America (IPANA) Conference

ISC East 2007


